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Annual  Report  by  Temporary  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1918* 


(it  is  suggested  in  the  L.G.B,  Circular  Jan.  6th,  1919,  that 
Medical  Officers’  Reports  for  1918  should  be  brief,  giving  vital 
statistics,  with  only  a  short  account  of  any  outbreaks  of  disease 
and  other  prominent  sanitary  events  of  the  year.) 

Population. — The  population  of  the  District  for  statistical 
purposes  is  taken  as  10,000. 

Infectious  Disease.  —  20  cases  of  acute  Infectious  Disease 
have  been  notified  during  the  year.  Diphtheria :  10  cases. 
Scarlet  Fever :  6  cases.  Erysipelas  :  4  cases.  Eleven  cases  of 
Measles  have  been  notified  under  the  Regulations  of  1915. 
There  have  been  no  deaths  from  these  causes. 

Tuberculosis.  — 15  Primary  Notifications  were  received 
during  the  year,  14  in  respect  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  1 
in  respect  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  There  were  6  deaths 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals.  — 23  patients  were  ad- 


mitted  during  the  year,  6  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  17 
from  Diphtheria. 

Vital  Statistics. —  Births,  221  (103  males,  1 18  females. 
Rate  per  1000,  22.1  Deaths ,  142  (78  males,  64  females).  Rate 
per  1000,  14.2. 

Ages  at  Death.  — Under  1  year,  18;  1  to  2  years,  5; 
2  to  5  years,  3  ;  5  to  15  years,  5  ;  15  to  25  years,  1 1  ;  45  to  65 
years,  30  ;  65  years  and  upwards,  52. 

Causes  of  Death.  — Whooping  Cough,  4;  Influenza,  22; 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  6  ;  Cancer,  9  ;  Meningitis,  1  ;  Heart 
Disease,  19;  Bronchitis,  24;  Pneumonia,  5  ;  Other  Respiratory 
Diseases,  4  ;  Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis,  2  ;  Pregnancy,  1  ;  Con¬ 
genital  Debility,  9  ;  Violence,  5  ;  Suicide,  1  ;  Other  Dis¬ 
eases,  36. 

Transferable  Deaths. —  Fourteen  persons  are  reported  to 
have  died  outside  the  district  whose  usual  place  of  residence  was 
within  the  district.  Ages :  to  to  15  years,  2  ;  15  to  25  years,  3  ; 
25  to  45  years,  1  ;  45  to  65  years,  4  ;  65  years  and  upwards,  4. 
Causes :  Influenza,  1;  Pneumonia,  1;  Appendicitis,  3;  Malig¬ 
nant  Diseases,  2  ;  Violence,  3  ;  Other  Diseases,  4.  (If  these  are 
added  to  the  figures  for  the  District,  it  increases  the  number  of 
Deaths  to  156,  and  makes  the  rate  per  1000,  15.6.) 

Infant  Mortality.  —  t8  deaths  occurred  in  children  under 
1  year  of  age,  10  of  these  being  under  one  month.  Causes: 
Whooping  Cough,  3  ;  Meningitis,  1  ;  Gastritis,  1  ;  Bronchitis,  2  ; 
Enteritis,  1  ;  Atelectasis,  t  ;  Prematurity,  5  ;  Atrophy  and  Con¬ 
genital  Debility,  4. 

Influenza.  —  Influenza  appeared  twice  in  the  Urban 
District  in  epidemic  form,  first  in  July,  and  again,  and  more 
severely  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  There  were  three 
deaths  during  the  first  epidemic.  The  Second  Epidemic 
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commenced  about  the  middle  of  October,  reached  its  height 
during  the  latter  half  of  November,  and  disappeared  with  the 
close  of  the  year.  Approximately  about  1,000  persons  were 
sufficiently  ill  to  have  medical  treatment,  and  there  were 
1 6  deaths.  Eight  of  these  fatal  cases  occurred  in  males  and 
eight  in  females,  and  12  of  those  who  died  were  under  30  years 
of  age.  In  10  of  the  fatal  cases  Pneumonia  supervened,  and  was 
given  as  the  secondary  cause  of  death.  The  Elementary  Schools 
were  closed  on  account  of  the  epidemic  and  the  school  children 
were  excluded  from  places  of  public  entertainment,  in  accordance 
with  the  Public  Health  (Influenza)  Regulations,  1918. 

Venereal  Diseases. — There  are  no  special  facilities  for 
the  treatment  of  these  diseases  in  the  Urban  District,  and  the 
County  Authorities  do  not  yet  have  appeared  to  have  arranged 
for  the  establishment  of  a  Treatment  Ce?it?'e  for  the  District.  A 
Public  Meeting  was  held  in  Millom  in  September,  1918,  and 
subsequently  a  Local  Committee  was  formed  (at  the  request  of  the 
County  Authority),  for  the  combined  areas  of  the  Bootle  Rural 
and  Millom  Urban  Districts,  for  the  purpose  of  combating 
Venereal  Diseases.  Up  to  the  end  of  1918  this  Committee  had 
been  unable  to  obtain  any  information  as  to  what  its  duties  were, 
or  in  what  way  it  was  proposed  that  it  should  carry  out  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  formed,  though  the  Secretary  made 
several  efforts  to  obtain  information  on  these  points  from  the 
County  Authority. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  — No  special  action  has 
been  taken  in  these  matters  which  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
County  Authority. 

Housing:  and  Town  Planning  Ac  t.  —  The  usual 
Inspections  of  blouses  and  Premises  were  made,  except  during 
the  last  quarter  when  the  temporary  Medical  Officer  was  absent 
on  Military  Service. 
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Reports. — The  customary  Reports  have  been  made  to  the 
Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 


JOHN  PRATT, 

Temporary  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Millom, 

February  4th,  1919. 


